Proposed Witchcraft Convictions (Pardons)
(Scotland) Bill

Introduction

A proposal for a Bill to pardon all those convicted under the Witchcraft Act 1563.

The consultation runs from 23 June 2022 to 15 September 2022

All those wishing to respond to the consultation are strongly encouraged to enter their responses
electronically through this survey. This makes collation of responses much simpler and quicker. However,
the option also exists of sending in a separate response (in hard copy or by other electronic means such
as e-mail), and details of how to do so are included in the member’s consultation document.

Questions marked with an asterisk (*) require an answer.

All responses must include a name and contact details. Names will only be published if you give us
permission, and contact details are never published — but we may use them to contact you if there is a
query about your response. If you do not include a name and/or contact details, we may have to disregard
your response.

Please note that you must complete the survey in order for your response to be accepted. If you don't wish
to complete the survey in a single session, you can choose "Save and Continue later" at any point. Whilst
you have the option to skip particular questions, you must continue to the end of the survey and press
"Submit" to have your response fully recorded.

Please ensure you have read the consultation document before responding to any of the questions that
follow. In particular, you should read the information contained in the document about how your response
will be handled. The consultation document is available here:

Consultation Document

Privacy Notice

I confirm that | have read and understood the Privacy Notice which explains how my personal data will be
used.

On the previous page we asked you if you are UNDER 12 YEARS old, and you responded Yes to this
question.

If this is the case, we will have to contact your parent or guardian for consent.

If you are under 12 years of age, please put your contact details into the textbox. This can be your email
address or phone number. We will then contact you and your parents to receive consent.

Otherwise please confirm that you are or are not under 12 years old.

No Response

About you



Please choose whether you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation.

Note: If you choose "individual" and consent to have the response published, it will appear under your own
name. If you choose "on behalf of an organisation” and consent to have the response published, it will be
published under the organisation's name.

an individual

Which of the following best describes you? (If you are a professional or academic, but not in a subject
relevant to the consultation, please choose "Member of the public".)

Professional with experience in a relevant subject

Optional: You may wish to explain briefly what expertise or experience you have that is relevant to
the subject-matter of the consultation.
Healer

Please select the category which best describes your organisation

No Response

Please choose one of the following:

I am content for this response to be published and attributed to me or my organisation

Please provide your Full Name or the name of your organisation. (Only give the name of your organisation
if you are submitting a response on its behalf).

(Note: the name will not be published if you have asked for the response to be anonymous or "not for
publication”. Otherwise this is the name that will be published with your response).

Louise Berry

Please provide details of a way in which we can contact you if there are queries regarding your response.
Email is preferred but you can also provide a postal address or phone number.

We will not publish these details.

Aim and approach - Note: All answers to the questions in this section
may be published (unless your response is "not for publication").



Q1. Which of the following best expresses your view of the proposed Bill? (Please note that this question
is compulsory.)

Fully supportive
Please explain the reasons for your response.
These people did nothing wrong. Some were murdered for having disabilities or red hair.

They were murdered by men who wanted to live in a frightening magical world. Men who were afraid of
women. Men who were afraid of kindness, beauty and the power that it brings.

These men wished to indoctrinate their religion and destroy anyone else’s right to practice their own faith.
It was also a deeply chauvinist affair. As men died, 10 women would die for every one man.

It was an annihilation of any woman who dared to be strong.

These murders attempted to destroy our links to our ancestry. To wipe out whole lines of great families
who had held this land safe. An attempt to steal what was not theirs to own.

It was a great evil that scarred the land and people who were forced to stand by and watch in fear while
innocent people who had healed them, held them or just been in the wrong place at the wrong time were
burned alive. They made murderers of us all.

This must be cleaned up. This is a mess we must fix. It is a horror. A public ritual sacrifice. It is not
Christian. It was not holy. It was the most filthy of evil.

We do not want to hold this within the National consciousness. Correct this evil. The heart of our nation
must now determine goodness and a power of spirit. In order to do this the dark history that has come
before must be seen recognised and understood not to be a creepy funny thing, but that there was a
genocide on powerful and good people. On kind people. On loving people who chose their way of life that
reached back through their family’s history.

If you truly love our country our future needs the highest good of all. Pardoning these women and men is
right and will bring great benefit and great good.

Q2. Do you think legislation is required, or are there other ways in which the proposed Bill’s aims could be
achieved more effectively? Please explain the reasons for your response.

Yes. All people need protection. Our ancestors need protection also. | would also like to see more
protection of religious freedom with an eye fixed on the bigotry that exists in Scotland. This genocide
must not happen again.

Financial Implications

Q3. Any new law can have a financial impact which would affect individuals, businesses, the public sector,
or others. What financial impact do you think this proposal could have if it became law?

Unsure

Equalities



Q4. What overall impact is the proposed Bill likely to have on equality, taking account of the following
protected characteristics (under the Equality Act 2010): age, disability, gender re-assignment, marriage
and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation?
Positive

Please explain the reasons for your response including the impact on people with particular

protected characteristics
We will be showing respect to women and men who have died.

Sustainability
Q5. Any new law can impact on work to protect and enhance the environment, achieve a sustainable
economy, and create a strong, healthy, and just society for future generations.

Do you think the proposal could impact in any of these areas? (If you do not have a view then skip to next
guestion)

Please explain the reasons for your answer, including what you think the impact of the proposal could be,
and if there are any ways you think the proposal could avoid negative impacts?

| would hope it will stand as a record of the suffering of the innocent and we will never let this happen
again.

General

Q6. Do you have any other additional comments or suggestions on the proposed Bill (which have not
already been covered in any of your responses to earlier questions)?

The destiny of our country is written in the way we respect our elders. These people went through the
highest disrespect. Their destiny was ripped away from them. This needs correcting.



